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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR SADAT 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THE FOLLOWING 
LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT SADAT: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: SECRETARY VANCE 
HAS REPORTED TO ME IN DETAIL ABOUT HIS TRIP TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST, INCLUDING IN PARTICULAR HIS LONG DISCUSSIONS 
WITH YOU IN ALEXANDRIA. I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE WARM 
AND COOPERATIVE RECEPTION THAT YOU GAVE TO SECRETARY 
VANCE AND THE CANDOR WITH WHICH YOU DISCUSSED WITH HIM 
THESE ISSUES OF SUCH GREAT MUTUAL IMPORTANCE. 
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IT IS CLEAR THAT SERIOUS DIFFERENCES REMAIN AMONG THE 
PARTIES ON THE CORE ISSUES OF A SETTLEMENT AND THAT THERE 
ARE DIFFICULT OBSTACLES TO BE OVERCOME IN CONVENING A 
GENEVA CONFERENCE. I BELIEVE IT IS ALSO CLEAR, HOWEVDR, 

THAT SECRETARY VANCE;S TALKS IN THE AREA HAVE LAUNCHED 
A NEW AND MORE INTENSIVE PHASE OF DIPLOMACY, WHICH HAS 
ALREADY MADE SOME PROGRESS, TO OVERCOME THESE OBSTACLES. 
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AGREEMENT AMONG THE PARTIES ON TALKS TO BE HELD WITH US 
IN SEPTEMBER IN WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK AT THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER LEVEL HAS PROVIDED A MEANS THROUGH WHICH I HOPE 
WE CAN MAKE DEFINITIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONVENING THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE. THE CONCEPT OF DETAILED CONTRIBUTIONS 
FROM EACH PARTY CONTAINING DRAFT TREATY LANGUAGE WAS AN 
EXTREMELY USEFUL ONE WHICH SHOULD GIVE MUCH GREATER 
CONCRETENESS TO THESE FORTHCOMING TALKS. YOU MAY BE 
SURE THAT I SHALL DO EVERYTHING I CAN, IN MY OWN MEETINGS 
WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS, TO PRESS FORWARD TOWARD THE 
EARLY CONVENING OF A SUFFICIENTLY PREPARED CONFERENCE. 

SECRETARY VANCE ALSO REPORTED SOME MOVEMENT IN THE 
QUESTION OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION AS WELL AS IN THE 
MATTER OF LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR OUR BEING ABLE TO TALK 
WITH THE PLO. I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT YOU WILL GIVE THE MOST 
SERIOUS THOUGHT TO THE IDEA OF A UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION 
AS A MEANS FOR DEALING WITH THE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION 
PROBLEM. I AM PREPARED TO PRESS ISRAEL TO ACCEPT SUCH A 
SOLUTION BUT THE FIRST STEP MUST OF COURSE BE AGREEMENT 
AMONG THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS. I RECOGNIZE WHY YOU HAVE HAD 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE UNIFIED DELEGATION CONCEPT. I 
BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT THE ACTUAL WORK OF THE CONFERENCE 
CAN BE STRUCTURED IN WAYS THAT WILL NOT MATERIALLY RESTRICT 
EGYPT'S FREEDOM OF ACTION AT GENEVA IN NEGOTIATING ON 
MATTERS OF SUBSTANTIVE IMPORTANCE TO YOU. 
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WITH RESPECT TO POSSIBLE U.S. CONTACTS WITH THE PLO, I 
APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE ENERGETIC AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
EFFORTS OF YOURSELF AND FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY, AND WE 
NOW AWAIT THE RESULTS OF THE CONTACTS THAT YOU AND OTHERS 
HAVE BEEN HAVING WITH THE PLO. I CANNOT STRESS TOO 
STRONGLY HOW IMPORTANT IT IS, IN ORDER FOR US TO BEGIN 
A DIALOGUE WITH THE PALESTINIANS DIRECTLY, THAT ANY PLO 
STATEMENT ACCEPTING RESOLUTION 242 BE CLEAR AND UN- 
AMBIGUOUS, ALONG THE LINES DISCUSSED WITH YOU BY SECRETARY 
VANCE. WE CONSIDER THIS APPROACH INFINITELY PREFERABLE 
TO ANY ATTEMPT TO AMEND OR SUPERSEDE RESOLUTION 242 BY 
FORMAL ACTION IN THE UNITED NATIONS. SUCH ACTION COULD 
THREATEN THE ONLY EXISTING FRAMEWORK FOR NEGOTIATIONS, 
NAMELY ACCEPTANCE OF RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 BY ALL THE 
PARTIES, AND WE WOULD ACCORDINGLY BE OBLIGED TO 
OPPOSE IT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY IN 
SEPTEMBER. MEANWHILE, I SEND YOU MY VERY BEST WISHES, 

AND ROSALYN IOINS ME IN GREETINGS TO JIHAN. WITH 
BEST REGARDS, JIMMY. END TEXT. 
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